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Grundriss der Philosophie. Von Johannes Eitle, Professor am ev.- 
theol. Seminar in Urach. Freiberg, L B., J. C. B. Mohr, 1892. — op. 
xvi, 304. 

This book covers the field described in Germany as Philosophical Intro- 
duction or Einleitung, and represented in this country by Professor Ladd's 
Introduction to Philosophy, published in 1890. The present work suffers 
from the same general difficulties in its subject-matter and aim as those to 
which the reviewer called attention in noticing Professor Ladd's book (in 
Mind 62). The one is, no more than the other, an objective or colorless 
presentation of the subject ; each is obviously intended to ' introduce ' the 
student to the author's own philosophic scheme. The danger is felt also, 
in both cases, that the book will fail of its useful purpose. On the one 
hand, the beginner in philosophy will be apt to find himself confused by 
the effort to follow an argument that calls upon him to occupy in quick 
succession so many and so novel standpoints ; on the other hand, the mature 
student will probably be inclined to suspect the soundness of positions 
which, had the pace been less rapid, might have been so substantiated as 
to free them from any seeming dogmatism which they now possess. While, 
on such grounds, the utility of these and similar treatises (especially in the 
text-book form) may be doubted, it is well that the experiment should be 
made. It is an obvious convenience to have a vade macum of philosophy, 
and the question of its value will no doubt be answered by the relation of 
demand and supply in the philosophical market. Professor Eitle's plan 
is clear and symmetrical. First comes the Grundlegung in Psychology and 
Epistemology {Seelenlehre and Erkenntnisslehre); then the philosophical 
superstructure is raised, consisting of (1) Philosophy of Nature (2) Phil- 
osophy of Spirit. Under (2) are embraced ^Esthetics, Ethics, and the 
Philosophy of Religion. This scheme suggests several questions. First, 
is it philosophical to co-ordinate Psychology and Epistemology? Is not 
Epistemology the obverse side of Ontology, while Psychology is, or seeks to 
be, strictly scientific and non-metaphysical ? Again, no place is found in the 
scheme for Logic, which cannot be included under Psychology or even 
under Epistemology. This raises the further question whether, in a classi- 
fication of the philosophical sciences, it is not proper to distinguish between 
the ' real ' and the ' ideal ' spheres of thought. Professor Ladd's scheme 
was better in this last respect, making Ethics and ^Esthetics the sciences of 
the ideal. In Epistemology Professor Eitle calls himself a "critical realist," 
in Ontology he is a theist. Personality in God and in man is his ultimate 
and guiding certainty. As will be expected, he defends teleology and free 
will. 

The standpoint of the book is pretty well indicated by the names of the 
authors whose influence is fully acknowledged not only in the preface, but 
in the notes to the text. These are Dilthey, Lotze, Sigwart, and Wundt. 
Anything like a detailed discussion of the positions taken on the great 
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variety of questions so summarily discussed, would be out of place in a 
notice of a book of this kind, nor is criticism profitable where the reviewer 
finds himself in the main in agreement with his author. It need only be 
said that the book gives evidence throughout of a mind of much strength 
and practised skill, always well informed as to the present alternatives of 
philosophic thought, and no less candid in facing the difficulties of the case, 
yet the style is unusually smooth and succinct, and wherever the matter 
has passed from the speculative to the scientific stage, the exposition is so 
clear that it ought to be intelligible even by those for whom it is primarily 
intended. James Seth. 

Die Grundbegriffe der Gegenwart. Historisch und kritisch entwick- 
elt von Rudolf Eucken, o. 6. Professor an der Universitat Jena. 
Zweite vollig umgearbeitete Auflage. Leipzig, Verlag von Veit & Comp., 
1893. — pp. vi, 317. 

This is the second and completely revised edition of a work that first 
appeared in 1878. Though the general aim and standpoint of the book 
remain the same, important changes have been made in both content and 
form. The historical portions have been curtailed so as to exclude what- 
ever is not directly essential to an understanding of the conceptions of our 
own age. Besides, these notions are more carefully analyzed and more 
clearly formulated than in the former volume. The attitude of the author 
has also become bolder ; he is more decided in his convictions than before. 
The book is not written sine ira et studio; it confessedly seeks to con- 
vince, to make converts. Dr. Eucken is thoroughly dissatified with the 
modern tendency " which would defraud humanity of both soul and happi- 
ness." Our age lacks unity of purpose and firm convictions ; we have no 
complete system of thought, we do not concentrate our forces. The great 
problems of soul-life are usually treated as subsidiary problems. Our 
energies are dissipated in routine work, which makes a comprehensive sur- 
vey of fundamental questions impossible. The attempt must be made to 
reach a solution of philosophical problems. But first we must understand 
the present, as it reflects itself in the conceptions of the times. A study of 
these concepts will show us how the age is thinking in us, how it is using 
us as " the instruments of its expression ; " and " whoever knows where 
and how he is dependent, is on the way to freedom." In order to advance 
beyond what is, the philosopher must study the notions prevalent to-day in 
their historical development/ A powerful Naturalism, a weak and insincere 
Idealism, and a sophistical Subjectivism are the three most marked features 
of modern thought. An analysis and criticism of these contradictory ten- 
dencies will prove the need of a thorough intellectual renovation, and point 
out the way which philosophy must take in the future. From the foregoing 
point of view, the author examines the following concepts : subjective — 
objective; a priori — a posteriori ; development ; Monism — Dualism; 



